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Great Britain, he was an outstanding rep-
resentative of America to the world. As a
business leader and an innovator, he under-
stood the media’s impact on American cul-
ture and encouraged television to be a posi-
tive influence on society.

Mr. Annenberg firmly believed that strong
education was the key to a quality citizenry,
and his commitment to education reform has
benefited innumerable lives through re-
search, support for scholarships, and greater
accessibility to educational programming
through public television. America is a better
place because of his contributions and influ-
ence. He will be greatly missed, and his leg-
acy will undoubtedly live on.

Proclamation 7599—National Breast
Cancer Awareness Month, 2002

October 1, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

During National Breast Cancer Awareness
Month, we recognize the progress being
made towards a cure for this disease, which
robs so many women of their health and, in
too many cases, their lives. This year, an esti-
mated 203,000 American women will be di-
agnosed with breast cancer, and almost
40,000 will die. Although we have made great
medical strides in understanding breast can-
cer, much remains to be done to advance
prevention, early detection, and effective
treatment.

Regular screenings remain the most effec-
tive way to identify breast cancer in its ear-
liest and most treatable stages. For women
40 and over, having mammograms every 1
to 2 years can reduce the risk of dying from
breast cancer. To ensure mammography is
available to all American women, the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
provides screening and treatment services
through the National Breast and Cervical
Cancer Early Detection Program. Now in its
12th year, this Program has offered free and
low-cost mammograms to almost 1.5 million
low-income and minority women across our
country.
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In addition, the Federal Breast and Cer-
vical Cancer Prevention and Treatment Act
allows States to expand Medicaid coverage
to low-income, uninsured women who were
screened through the CDC program and
found to need treatment for breast or cer-
vical cancer. To date, the Department of
Health and Human Services has approved
this Medicaid eligibility in 45 States.

To prevent breast cancer, we must in-
crease awareness of its risk factors and
causes. Age and genetic factors have been
shown to increase the risk of breast cancer.
And researchers are now exploring how diet
and hormonal factors are linked to possible
causes. This information will help women
and their doctors make informed health care
choices.

My Administration continues to support
research efforts to discover a cure and ad-
vance our understanding of breast cancer.
The National Cancer Institute invested more
than $475 million last year on breast cancer
research, and we will devote an estimated
$535.8 million this year and approximately
$604.3 million next year. In addition to these
important funding increases taken by my Ad-
ministration, Americans have raised more
than $23 million over the past 4 years by pur-
chasing the Breast Cancer Research stamp,
which will be available until December 31,
2003, from the United States Postal Service.
I also commend all of the private and non-
profit groups, especially everyone who has
worked on the Susan G. Komen Race for the
Cure, for all their efforts and contributions
in the fight against breast cancer.

Much of this funding is directed towards
clinical trials dedicated to finding new and
more effective ways of preventing, detecting,
and treating breast cancer. America is grate-
ful to the brave and generous women who
help fight this disease by participating in clin-
ical trials. Researchers rely on these coura-
geous patients, who help us learn about the
safety and effectiveness of new approaches
of treatment and, in doing so, bring us closer
to eliminating this terrible disease.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 2002 as
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National Breast Cancer Awareness Month. I
call upon government officials, businesses,
communities, healthcare professionals, edu-
cators, volunteers, and all the people of the
United States to publicly reaffirm our Na-
tion’s strong and continuing commitment to
controlling and curing breast cancer.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this first day of October, in the year
of our Lord two thousand two, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 3, 2002]

NoOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 4.

Proclamation 7600—National
Disability Employment Awareness
Month, 2002

October 1, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

All of our citizens should have the oppor-
tunity to live and work with dignity and free-
dom. Every October, we observe National
Disability Employment Awareness Month, to
recognize the talents, skills, and dedication
of disabled Americans who are a vital part
of our workforce. During this month, we re-
affirm our commitment to ensuring that peo-
ple with disabilities who want to work can
receive the training they need to achieve
their goal.

This year marks the 12th anniversary of
the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990
(ADA). The ADA has allowed disabled per-
sons to participate more fully in our society;
and it has opened doors for countless Ameri-
cans by removing barriers, improving em-
ployment opportunities, expanding govern-
ment services, and regulating public accom-
modations, transportation, and telecommuni-
cations. Much work remains to be done; for
many individuals with disabilities still find it
difficult to pursue an education, obtain a job,
or own a home.
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My Administration remains committed to
helping America’s more than 50 million dis-
abled persons to obtain meaningful work and
to achieve the ADA’s promise of equality of
opportunity, independent living, and eco-
nomic self-sufficiency. Last year, I an-
nounced my New Freedom Initiative to pro-
mote these goals. It is a comprehensive plan
that fosters the full participation of people
with disabilities in all aspects of American
life. This initiative provides increased access
to innovative assistive technologies, expands
educational options, increases access to gain-
ful employment, and promotes full access to
community life.

My Administration continues to enforce
the ADA and is working with employers to
build partnerships that support creative job
accommodations and provide all Americans
with meaningful and successful careers.
Breaking down barriers requires this kind of
cooperative, sustained, and consistent effort.
We must continue to work for an America
where all individuals are respected for who
they are, celebrated for their abilities, and
encouraged to realize their full potential and
achieve their dreams.

By joint resolution approved August 11,
1945, as amended (36 U.S.C. 121), the Con-
gress has, each year since 1945, called upon
this Nation to recognize the contributions
that workers with disabilities have made, and
requested the President to issue a proclama-
tion calling for appropriate ceremonies and
activities.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim October 2002 as National
Disability Employment Awareness Month. I
call upon all government leaders, labor lead-
ers, and employers to collaborate to ensure
the full inclusion of our Nation’s persons with
disabilities in the 21st century workforce.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this first day of October, in the year
of our Lord two thousand two, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 3, 2002]



